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The Last Haunting of Edgar Allan Poe: 
An Identification of “Poe Preferences” contained in 

The Beale Papers 
  

Robert Ward 
 

 Between 1832 and his death in 1849, Edgar Poe authored seventy tales of fiction.  
These stories ranged in length from his three novel/journals, The Unparalleled 
Adventures of One Hans Pfall, The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym and The Journal of 
Julius Rodman to Poe’s last effort, the never completed, one and a half page, The Light-
House. All of these fictional tales contain words, phrases and concepts favored by Poe 
throughout his career.  This monograph sets forth many of these “Poe Preferences” and 
compares them to The Beale Papers, an anonymous tale of buried treasure published in 
1885 in Lynchburg, Virginia.  
 

The Beale Papers 
 
 The Beale Papers tells the story of thirty “wild and roving” Virginia gentlemen 
who set out on a hunting expedition to the American southwest in 1817.  In the course of 
their travels, the men discovered gold and silver north of Santa Fe and began mining the 
treasure.  Primarily because of safety concerns, the men agreed to store their gold and 
silver in a secure location near Buford, Virginia.  The leader of the group, Thomas J. 
Beale, was chosen to transport the cache of metal from Santa Fe to Buford. 
 

In the course of two trips to deposit the treasure, Beale made the acquaintance of a 
respected Lynchburg innkeeper, Robert Morriss.  The Beale treasure party, having 
previously agreed to entrust the location of the treasure to a reliable man “in case of an 
accident”, selected Morriss.  Beale gave Morriss a lockbox with instructions not to open 
it for ten years and, in a series of three letters to Morriss, Beale told of the discovery of 
the gold and silver and the deposit of the treasure near Buford.  Beale also agreed to send 
the key to three coded messages contained in the box.  Morriss received the letters and 
maintained custody of the lockbox with the coded messages but never heard from Beale 
or any member of his party, which he presumed had all been killed by Indians or died of 
privation.    
 
 Morriss kept the secret of the treasure for forty some years until shortly before his 
death in 1862, when he confided the story to a friend.  This unnamed friend pursued the 
treasure for twenty more years, during which time he discovered that the key to one of 
the ciphers was the Declaration of Independence.  This discovery provided details of the 
composition of the treasure but not its location.  The unnamed friend then conveyed the 
story to James B. Ward, who published a summary of the mystery, entitled The Beale 
Papers, in 1885 in Lynchburg, Virginia. 
 
 The treasure, estimated to be worth “more than three quarters of a million” by the 
anonymous author, would today be valued at approximately $30 million dollars.  



  
Preferences of Edgar Poe 

 
 In his Review of Twice Told Tales by Nathaniel Hawthorne, Poe observed that a 
writer, when creating a prose tale, should take care that, “in the whole composition, there 
should be no word written, of which the tendency, direct or indirect, is not to the one pre-
established design.”  Every single word, in other words, must be selected with the utmost 
care and deliberation to achieve the ultimate objective of the tale, that “unity of effect” 
which leaves the reader with “a sense of the fullest satisfaction.” 
 
 Did Poe practice what he preached?  Did he, when composing his seventy tales of 
fiction, select every word with deliberation, as he claims, or was he, perhaps, subject to 
the human forces of preference, tendency and habit?   The observations below suggest 
that Poe was partial to particular words, phrases, concepts, and numbers to such a degree 
that these preferences were repeatedly included in his stories throughout his career.   
 
 If Poe did choose certain words out of habit, might not these words provide 
evidence of his authorship of a particular document or story?  The Poe preferences 
identified below are compared to The Beale Papers.   
 
I.  Poe Preferences 
 
Poe Preference #1: Reference to a foreign language (64) 
 
 Poe included a foreign language reference in sixty-four of his seventy tales.  Most 
of these references were in French.  In two stories, Silence – A Fable, and The 
Conversation of Eiros and Charmion, the foreign language reference, Greek, was 
included in the epigram, not the body of the story.  In addition to French, Poe tales 
included words or phrases in Latin, Norwegian, German, Italian, Greek and Spanish.  In 
all stories except one, the foreign words were italicized.  (None of the French words, 
written with a thick Irish accent in Why the Little Frenchman Wears His Hand in a Sling, 
are italicized.)  Six stories, A Tale of Jerusalem, Shadow – A Parable, The Tell-Tale 
Heart, The Oblong Box, The Power of Words, and the never completed, The Light-House, 
contain no foreign language words. 
 
 One of Poe’s most common foreign language references was the French phrase, 
par excellence, which was included in six of his stories, The Purloined Letter, Diddling, 
The Spectacles, The Murders in the Rue Morgue, The Journal of Julius Rodman and The 
Man That Was Used Up. 
 
 The Beale Papers contains two French references: 
 

“His was the house par excellence of the town, and no fashionable assemblages met at 
any other.” (The Beale Papers) 
 



“As an ‘old Virginia gentleman’, he was sans peur et sans reproache, and to a 
remarkable extent possessed the confidence and affection of his friends.” 
(The Beale Papers) 

 
Poe Preference #2: Use of indefinite measurements (66) 

 
Sixty-six of Poe’s seventy short stories contain at least one “indefinite” 

measurement; most contain dozens of these inexact measurements such as “about six 
inches”, “two or three men”, “a week or two” or “nearly three miles”.  The Beale Papers 
contains many of these indefinite measurements.  A few examples:   

 
Poe Tales 

He was, perhaps, six feet in height, and of a presence singularly commanding. 
 (The Man That Was Used Up) 
It was toward the close of the fifth or sixth month of his seclusion, and while the 
pestilence raged most furiously abroad, that the Prince Prospero entertained his thousand 

friends at a masked ball of the most unusual magnificence.  (The Mask of the Red Death) 
It was some thirty or forty feet overhead, and constructed much as the side walls. 
(The Pit and the Pendulum) 
Yet, for some minutes longer I refrained and stood still. (The Tell-Tale Heart) 
It consists of little else than the sea sand, and is about three miles long. (The Gold-Bug) 
At length, for the third or fourth time, they descended into the cellar. (The Black Cat) 
I slept in one of the only two berths in the vessel – and the berths of a sloop of sixty or 
seventy tons, need scarcely be described. (The Premature Burial) 

The Beale Papers 
After remaining a week or ten days, the two left, after expressions of satisfaction with 
their visit. (The Beale Papers) 
The company being formed, we forthwith commenced our preparations, and, early in 
April, 1817, left old Virginia for St. Louis, Mo., where we expected to purchase the 
necessary outfits, procure a guide and two or three servants, and obtain such 
information and advice as might be beneficial hereafter. (The Beale Papers) 
 

Poe Preference #3: Use of descriptive conjunctions (66) 
 
 Poe seldom used one word when two or more were available.  Certainly, Poe was 
not the only writer to use multiple adjectives to define his subjects.  Nevertheless, he 
appears to have developed a fondness, if not a habit, for frequently describing his 
characters in this fashion.  The Beale Papers contains over fifty examples of descriptive 
conjunctions.  A few examples: 

Poe Tales 
The boundaries which divide Life from Death, are at best shadowy and vague. 
(The Premature Burial) 
Stupefied and aghast, I had myself no power to move from the upright position I had 
assumed upon first hearing the shriek, and must have presented to the eyes of the agitated 
group a spectral and ominous appearance, as with pale countenance and rigid limbs, I 
floated down among them in that funeral gondola. (The Assignation) 
His uneasiness, in the first instance, had been, but the result of playfulness or caprice, 
but he now assumed a bitter and serious tone. (The Gold-Bug) 



…the roar of its impetuous ebb to the sea is scarce equaled by the loudest and most 
dreadful cataracts; the noise being heard several leagues off, and the vortices or pits are 
of such an extent and depth, that if a ship comes within its attraction, it is inevitably 
absorbed and carried down to the bottom... (A Descent into the Maelstrom) 
…drunkards innumerable and indescribable - some in shreds and patches, reeling, 
inarticulate, with bruised visage and Jack-lustre eyes - some in whole but filthy 
garments...(The Man of the Crowd) 
To that last hour of all, there hung a cloud of intense gloom and devout sorrow over 
your household. (The Conversation of Eiros and Charmion) 

The Beale Papers 
Beale, who remained, soon became a favored and popular guest; his social disposition 
and friendly demeanor rendered him extremely popular with every one, particularly the 
ladies, and a pleasant and friendly intercourse was quickly established between them. 
(The Beale Papers) 
In manner Mr. Morriss was courteous and gentle; but when occasion demanded, could 
be stern and determined, too; he was emphatically the master of his house, and from his 
decision there was no appeal. (The Beale Papers) 
 

Poe Preference #4: Reference to body parts, especially eyes (60) 
 
 Poe’s stories are replete with references to human body parts, particularly eyes 
and teeth.   

Poe Tales 
 The wine sparkled in his eyes and the bells jingled. (The Cask of Amontillado) 

I think it was his eye! (The Tell-Tale Heart) 
His gray hairs are records of the past, and his grayer eyes are sybils of the future. 
(MS. Found in a Bottle) 
They were of a deep hazel, exceedingly large and lustrous; and there were perceptible 
about them, just that amount of interesting obliquity, which gives pregnancy to 
expression. (The Man That Was Used Up) 
He is an exceedingly puffy little old gentleman, with big circular eyes and a large double 
chin. (The Devil in the Belfry) 
My eyes are large and gray; and, although, in fact, they are weak to a very inconvenient 
degree, still no defect in this regard would be suspected from their appearance. 
(The Spectacles) 
In person, he is short and stout, with large, fat blue eyes, with sandy hair and whiskers, a 
wide but pleasing mouth, fine teeth, and I think a Roman nose. 
(Von Kempelen and His Discovery) 
With high cheek-bones, a large hawk-nose, retreating chin, fallen under-jaw, and huge 
protruding white eyes, the expression of his countenance, although tinged with a species 
of dogged indifference to matters and things in general, was not the less utterly solemn 
and serious beyond all attempts at imitation or description. (King Pest) 
His teeth, however, were like pearl, and his large full eyes were deliciously white. 
(How to Write a Blackwood Article) 

The Beale Papers 
In person, he was about six feet in height, with jet black eyes and hair of the same color, 
worn longer than was the style at that time. (The Beale Papers) 
 

 



Poe Preference #5: Sentences beginning with “It was” (56) 
 
 At first blush, the phrase “it was” would seem doubtful as an indicator of any 
author, it is so common.  Nevertheless, Poe was particularly fond of beginning sentences 
and paragraphs with this phrase.   
 
 An anonymous Beale researcher (“Beale researcher”) publishing on the Internet 
here: (http://www.myoutbox.net/index.htm) compared the word usage and sentence 
structure in the 1822 letters from Beale to Morriss with the remaining text of the 1885 
Beale papers.  He noted that both the letters and the remaining text appeared to have been 
written by the same person.  The frequent use of the phrase “it was”, and the use of 
reflexive pronouns, particularly the word “myself”, in both the letters and the text, 
suggested to the Beale researcher that one man wrote both.  Based on his analysis, the 
Beale researcher concluded that The Beale Papers was a hoax.   
 
 The Beale researcher pointed out that the 1822 letter writer, purportedly Thomas 
Beale, and the anonymous author of the 1885 text, made amazingly similar word choices 
in their writings.  The Beale researcher noted these sentences from the 1822 letters:   
 

Beale Letters 
It was with this design that I first visited your house… 
It was finally decided that it would be sent… 
It was in accordance with these instructions that I visited…  
It was not considered advisable… 
It was too frequently visited by the neighboring farmers… 
It was at this time I handed you the box…  
  
 The Beale researcher observed these examples from the text of the 1885 Beale 
pamphlet: 

Beale Text 
It was during the period of his success that Mr. Morriss… 
It was at this time that Mrs. Morriss exhibited… 
It was the unblemished character … 
It was in 1862… 
It was in the month… 
It was not until 1845… 
It was not until 1862… 
It was not the wealthy alone… 
  
 Now observe The Gold-Bug: 

Poe Tale 
It was a novelty, and by no means an ungrateful one. 
It was about a month after… 
It was about three in the afternoon… 
It was a beautiful scarabaeus… 
It was a species of table land 
It was firmly secured by bands of wrought iron… 
It was growing late, and it behooved us to make exertion… 



It was difficult to say what should be done… 
It was quite dirty… 
It was at this moment that his eyes, and mine also, fell upon the scrap of parchment… 
It was lying half buried in the sand… 
 

Poe Preference #6: Use of reflexive pronouns, especially “myself” (56) 
 
Let us now examine a very obvious and somewhat awkward sentence structure 

also observed by the Beale researcher in The Beale Papers.  He noted these sentences in 
the 1822 letters: 

Beale Letters 
Perhaps not so reliable as yourself 
Several friends who like myself 
Each member of the party bound himself 
Appropriating the portion assigned to yourself 
A gift not from myself alone 
Affecting the fortunes of myself 
Some letters addressed to yourself 
Sealed addressed to yourself and endorsed 
My highest esteem for yourself 
  
 The Beale researcher observed these sentences in the 1885 text: 

Beale Text 
His friends, who were formerly as sanguine as himself  
Benefit from the source himself 
Readers be more fortunate than myself 
Friendship for myself and family 
It should revert to myself 
He came…seeking entertainment for himself 
Exception of the two letters to myself 
And to myself alone did he reveal it 
Save what has been consumed upon it myself 
As fully as I myself do 
 
 Poe was partial to the use of reflexive pronouns in his work.  He especially liked 
the word, “myself” using it at least once in fifty-six of his seventy tales.  Observe some 
sentences from The Gold-Bug: 

Poe Tale 
…to speak the truth, (I) found myself not a little puzzled… 
…(I) flatter myself that I am not quite a blockhead. 
…(he) proceeded to seat himself upon a sea-chest in the farthest corner of the room. 
Jupiter and myself are going upon an expedition into the hills… 
We started about four o’clock- LeGrand, Jupiter, the dog, and myself. 
 …while LeGrand contented himself with the scarabaeus… 
…in many cases were prevented from precipitating themselves into the valleys… 
Taking now a spade himself, and giving one to Jupiter and one to me… 
…and now and then caught myself actually looking… 
The settings themselves, which we picked out from among the other gold… 
Presently, I took a candle, and seating myself at the corner of the room… 
I let myself down to the ledge… 



With the rest of the adventure I believe you are as well acquainted as myself. 
…I betook myself to a more methodical investigation of the affair. 
  
 Why Poe developed a preference for the use of – myself - and other reflexive 
pronouns is not known.  Perhaps he was taught to use this style or maybe it was popular 
among the authors he read in his youth.  However he developed this tendency, there is 
little doubt that this habit of using reflexive pronouns is very apparent in his writing.   
 
Poe Preference #7: Reference to education or books (45) 
 
 Poe was proud of his intellectual superiority and academic achievements.  
References to education or books in forty-five of his fictional tales may reflect a personal 
bias or merely indicate a preference for using academic background to describe a 
particular character in a story.  Samples in Poe’s short stories and The Beale Papers 
include: 

Poe Tales 
I soon found that nearly all the company were well educated; and my host was a world 
of good-humored anecdote in himself. (Doctor Tarr and Professor Fether) 
I found him well educated, with unusual powers of mind, but infected with misanthropy, 
and subject to perverse moods of alternate enthusiasm and melancholy. (The Gold-Bug) 
Books, indeed, were his sole luxuries, and in Paris these are easily obtained. 
(The Murders in the Rue Morgue) 
He went early to college and studied pneumatics. (Lass of Breath) 
He sent me, at six years of age, to the school of old Mr. Ricketts, a gentleman with only 
one arm, and of eccentric manners - he is well known to every person who has visited 
New Bedford. (Arthur Gordon Pym) 
He had with him many books, but rarely employed them. (The Gold-Bug) 
The gentlemen said little about her; but the ladies, in a little while, pronounced her "a 
good hearted thing, rather indifferent-looking, totally uneducated, and decidedly vulgar. 
(The Oblong Box) 
Some peculiarities, either in his early education, or in the nature of his intellect, had 
tinged with what is termed materialism all his ethical speculations... (The Domain of 
Arnheim) 
Hereditary wealth afforded me an education of no common order, and a contemplative 
turn of mind enabled me to methodize the stores which early study very diligently 
garnered up. (MS. Found in a Bottle) 

The Beale Papers 
Mr. Beale, who deposited with Mr. Morriss the papers which form the subject of this 
history, is described as being a gentleman, well educated, evidently of good family, and 
with popular manners. (The Beale Papers) 
They all appeared to be gentlemen, well born, and well educated, with refined and 
courteous manners and with a free and independent air, which rendered then peculiarly 
attractive. (The Beale Papers) 
 

Poe Preference #8: Reference to family (44) 
 
 To the orphaned (at two) and abandoned (at 16) Poe, family was, at the very least, 
an important literary topic.  References to family in Poe’s work and The Beale Papers:  

Poe Tales 



The young gentleman was of an excellent - indeed an illustrious family, but, by a variety 
of untoward events, had been reduced to such poverty that the energy of his character 
succumbed beneath it, and he ceased to bestir himself in the world, or to care for the 
retrieval of his fortunes. (The Murders in the Rue Morgue) 
Of my country and my family I have little to say. (MS. Found in a Bottle) 
My baptismal name is Egaeus; that of my family I will not mention. (Berenice) 
He was of an ancient Huguenot family, and had once been wealthy; but a series of 
misfortunes had reduced him to want. (The Gold-Bug) 
Of his family, I could obtain no satisfactory account. (A Tale of the Ragged Mountains) 
The heroine of the story was Mademoiselle Victorine Lafourcade, a young girl of 
illustrious family, of wealth, and of great personal beauty. (The Premature Burial) 
'Snob' is the nom-de-plume of Mr. Thingum Bob, of this city,- a relative of the great Mr. 
Thingum Bob, (after whom he is named,) and otherwise connected with the most 
illustrious families of the State. (The Literary Life of Thingum Bob, Esq.) 
"The Montressors," I replied, "were a great and numerous family”. (The Cask of 
Amontillado) 
His family was one of the most illustrious of the empire. (The Domain of Arnheim) 
The family is connected, in some way, with Maelzel, of Automaton-chess-player 
memory. (Von Kempelen and His Discovery) 

The Beale Papers 
Mr. Beale, who deposited with Mr. Morriss the papers which form the subject of this 
history, is described as being a gentleman, well educated, evidently of good family, and 
with popular manners. (The Beale Papers) 
Until now, for reasons which will be apparent to every one, all knowledge of this affair 
was confined to a very limited circle--to the writer's immediate family, and to one old 
and valued friend, upon whose discretion he could always rely; nor was it ever intended 
that it should travel beyond that circle; but circumstances over which he has no control, 
pecuniary embarrassments of a pressing character, and duty to a dependent family 
requiring his undivided attention, force him to abandon a task to which he has devoted 
the best years of his life, but which seems as far from accomplishment as at the start. 
(The Beale Papers) 

 

Poe Preference #9: Reference to a metal, especially iron (44) 
 
 References to metal, particularly the word “iron”, abound in Poe’s stories.  A few 
examples: 

Poe Tales 
And, when seen, there will be some to disbelieve, and some to doubt, and yet a few who 
will find much to ponder upon in the characters here graven with a stylus of iron. 
(Shadow – A Parable) 
Now there are fine tales in the volumes of the Magi _ in the iron-bound, melancholy 
volumes of the Magi. (Silence – A Fable) 
It was firmly secured by bands of wrought iron, riveted, and forming a kind of trellis-
work over the whole. (The Gold-Bug) 
On the uppermost of the steps which led down into the dread chamber, was a large 
fragment of the coffin, with which it seemed that she had endeavored to arrest attention, 
by striking the iron door. (The Premature Burial) 
In its surface were two iron staples, distant from each other about two feet, horizontally. 
(The Cask of Amontillado) 
No mere sea, though, could accomplish anything with this solid iron-riveted wall… 



(The Light-House) 
It was riveted and studded with iron bolts and surmounted with jagged iron spikes. 
(William Wilson) 
What I had taken for masonry, seemed now to be iron, or some other metal, in huge 
plates, whose sutures or joints occasioned the depression. (The Pit and the Pendulum) 
This wall had gates of iron. (The Masque of the Red Death) 
A small iron safe was discovered under the bed (not under the bedstead). (The Murders 
in the Rue Morgue) 

The Beale Papers 
The box was of iron, carefully locked, and of such weight as to render it a safe 
depository for articles of value. I placed it in a safe and secure place, where it could not 
be disturbed until such time as it should be demanded by its owner.  (The Beale Papers)  
The above is securely packed in iron pots, with iron covers. (The Beale Papers) 

 

Poe Preference #10: Use of unnamed narrator (43) 
 
 Poe tells his story through the eyes of the unnamed narrator in forty-three of his 
tales.  Perhaps his most famous narrator is C. August Dupin’s devoted roommate.  This 
character gave rise to legions of detective sidekicks, not the least of which was Dr. 
Watson of Sherlock Holmes’ fame. 
 
 The Beale Papers comes to us from the point of view of an unnamed friend of a 
loyal innkeeper.  This unnamed friend, after being advised of a buried treasure by the 
innkeeper, anonymously conveys to the public the treasure story. 
 
Poe Preference #11: Use of the word “peculiar” (43) 
 
 The word peculiar (or peculiarly) appears in forty-three of Poe’s tales.  It also is 
found in The Beale Papers: 
 
 In obtaining such a wife Mr. Morriss was peculiarly fortunate, as her subsequent career 
fully demonstrated. (The Beale Papers) 

  
Poe Preference #12: Use of the word “excite”(43) 
 
 Poe included the word excite (excited, excitement or exciting) in forty-three of his 
short stories.  In The Beale Papers, the word “excitement” contributes to the description 
of a pending journey into the wilderness and the search for a solution to a problem.   
 

What motives could have influenced him and so many others to risk their health and their 
lives in such an undertaking, except the natural love of daring adventure, with its 
consequent excitement, we can only conjecture. (The Beale Papers) 
Until the writer lost all hope of ultimate success, he toiled faithfully at his work; unlike 
any other pursuit with practical and natural results, a charm attended it, independent of 
the ultimate benefit he expected, and the possibility of success lent an interest and 
excitement to the work not to be resisted. (The Beale Papers) 
 



Poe Preference #13: Use of the word “scarcely” (42) 
 
 Poe was rather fond of the word “scarcely”, using it in forty-two of his tales.  It 
appears once in The Beale Papers: 
 
 Amongst his guests and devoted personal friends Jackson, Clay, Coles, Witcher, Chief 
Justice Marshall, and a host of others scarcely less distinguished, might be enumerated. 
 
 One of the guests listed in this sentence, Chief Justice Marshall, was known 
personally to Poe.  The Allans and the Marshalls shared a pew at Monumental Church in 
Richmond and John Allan took his oath of citizenship from Justice Marshall.  
 
Poe Preference #14: Use of the word “interest” (42) 
 
 The word, “interest” (interesting, interested) appears in forty-two of Poe’s 
fictional tales.  It also is used in The Beale Papers: 
 

The following details of an incident that happened many years ago, but which has lost 
none of its interest on that account, are now given to the public for the first time. 
(The Beale Papers) 
Until the writer lost all hope of ultimate success, he toiled faithfully at his work; unlike 
any other pursuit with practical and natural results, a charm attended it, independent of 
the ultimate benefit he expected, and the possibility of success lent an interest and 
excitement to the work not to be resisted. (The Beale Papers) 
 

Poe Preference # 15: Reference to wealth (41) 
 
 Poe refers to wealth or fortune, lack of wealth or poverty, or loss of wealth in 
forty-one of his tales.  Perhaps of most interest considering his personal life experience, 
are Poe’s references to a fall from wealth.  Three Poe themes, the loss of wealth, the 
acquisition of a fabulous fortune and the inheritance of wealth all appear in The Beale 
Papers. 

 
Loss of Wealth 

Poe Tales 
 The young gentleman was of an excellent – indeed an illustrious family, but, by a variety 
of untoward events, had been reduced to such poverty that the energy of his character 
succumbed beneath it, and he ceased to bestir himself in the world, or to care for the retrieval of 
his fortunes.  (The Murders in the Rue Morgue) 
He was of an ancient Huguenot family, and had once been wealthy; but a series of misfortunes 
had reduced him to want.  (The Gold-Bug) 
My entire worldly wealth was swallowed up, and I resigned myself thenceforward to despair. 
(The Black Cat) 
After the death of my father, and both sisters, I took no farther interest in our plantation at the 
Point, and sold it, at a complete sacrifice, to M. Junot. (Julius Rodman) 
I soon grew as poor as a rat... (Hans Pfall) 

The Beale Papers 



In conclusion it may not be inappropriate to say a few words of the time lost in the above 
investigation, I have been reduced from comparative affluence to absolute penury, entailing 
suffering upon those it was my duty to protect, and this too, in spite of their remonstrances. 
(The Beale Papers) 
The happiness of Mr. Morriss, however, was of short duration, and reverses came when they were 
least expected. Heavy purchases of tobacco, at ruinous figures, in anticipation of an upward 
market, which visions were never realized, swept from him in a moment the savings of years, 
and left him nothing save his honor and the sincere sympathy of the community with which 
to begin the battle anew. (The Beale Papers) 
 

Fabulous Wealth 
Poe Tales 

This act, however, did not prevent young Ellison from entering into possession, on his twenty-
first birth-day, as the heir of his ancestor Seabright, a fortune of four hundred and fifty 
millions of dollars. (The Domain of Arnheim) 
…”pure gold can be made at will, and very readily, from lead, in connection with certain other 
substances, in kind and in proportions, unknown.” (Von Kempelen and His Discovery) 
As the rays of the lanterns fell within the pit, there flashed upwards from a confused heap of 
gold and jewels, a glow and a glare that absolutely dazzled our eyes. (The Gold-Bug) 

The Beale Papers 
This was the opinion of Mr. Morriss, and in this way only can we account for the fact that the 
treasure for which they sacrificed so much, constituting almost fabulous wealth, lies abandoned 
and unclaimed for more than half a century. (The Beale Papers) 
All the pleasures and temptations which had lured them to the plains were now forgotten, and 
visions of boundless wealth and future grandeur were the only ideas entertained.   
(The Beale Papers) 
 

Hereditary Wealth 
Poe Tales 

Hereditary wealth afforded me an education of no common order, and a contemplative turn of 
mind enabled me to methodize the stores which early study very diligently garnered up. 
(MS. Found in a Bottle) 
By these and other means he had managed to lay by a tolerable sum of money.  He was more 
attached to myself, I believe, than to any other person in the world, and I expected to inherit the 
most of his property at his death. (Arthur Gordon Pym) 
Having inherited his estate, all went well with me for years. (The Imp of the Perverse) 
I say, at present, for it is only lately that I have been so called – having, legislatively, adapted this 
surname within the last year, in order to receive a large inheritance left me by a distant male 
relative, Adolphus Simpson, Esq. (The Spectacles) 

The Beale Papers 
Before leaving my companions on the plains it was suggested that, in case of an accident to 
ourselves, the treasure so concealed would be lost to their relatives, without some provision 
against such a contingency. (The Beale Papers) 
The other shares to be distributed to the parties named in the accompanying paper. These 
legacies, so unexpectedly received, will at least serve to recall names that may still be 
cherished, though partially forgotten.  (The Beale Papers) 

 
 
 



Poe Preference #16: Use of the word “singular” (41) 
 
 Poe uses the word “singular” (singularly) in forty-one of his short stories. Only 
fifteen of Poe’s tales of fiction, The Duc L’Omelette, A Tale of Jerusalem, Lionizing, 
Silence – A Fable, The Convesation of Eiros and Charmion, Why the Little Frenchman 
Wears His Hand in a Sling, The Business Man, The Philosophy of Furniture, Elenora, 
The Power of Words, The Imp of the Perverse, The Cask of Amontillado, Hop-Frog, Von 
Kempelen and His Discovery and X-ing the Paragrab, contain neither the word 
“singular” nor the word “peculiar”. 
 
 The word “singular” does not appear in The Beale Papers. 
 
Poe Preference #17: Use of the word “design” (39) 
 
 The word “design” (designed) appears in thirty-nine of Poe’s fictional tales.  A 
few examples: 

Poe Tales 
I thought at length that he contemplated my design - but, whether that was the case or 
not, he shook his head despairingly, and refused to move from his station by the ring-bolt. 
(A Descent into the Maelstrom) 
This thirst it appeared to be the design of my persecutors to stimulate - for the food in the 
dish was meat pungently seasoned. (The Pit and the Pendulum) 

The Beale Papers 
It was with this design that I first visited your house, two years since, that I might judge 
by personal observation if your reputation was merited. (The Beale Papers) 

 

 
Poe Preference #18: Use of the word “accident” (37) 
 
 Poe was fond of using the word “accident” (accidentally, accidental), it appeared 
in thirty-seven of his fictional stories.  When Poe decided to use the word “accident”, he 
often inserted it five or more times in the same story.  (For example, the word “accident” 
appears six times in The Gold-Bug).   
 

The weather was chilly (oh rare and happy accident!) and a fire was blazing upon the 
hearth. (The Gold-Bug) 
In the inmost recesses of this coppice, not far from the eastern or more remote end of the 
island, Legrand had built himself a small hut, which he occupied when I first, by mere 
accident, made his acquaintance. (The Gold-Bug) 
 
He is, therefore, compelled, however unwillingly, to relinquish to others the elucidation 
of the Beale Papers, not doubting that of the many who will give the subject attention, 
some one, through fortune or accident, will speedily solve their mystery and secure the 
prize which has eluded him. (The Beale Papers) 
 
The word “accident” appears six times in The Beale Papers. 
 



 
Poe Preference #19: Use of the word “intense” (33) 
 
 The word “intense” appears in thirty-three of Poe’s short stories.  Most often, it is 
coupled with the word “excitement” or “interest”.  Compare these Poe sentences to those 
from The Beale Papers: 

Poe Tales 
We now worked in good earnest, and never did I pass ten minutes of more intense 
excitement. (The Gold-Bug) 
…if indeed I am right in calling by so feeble a name as amusement that deep and most 
intense excitement with which I surveyed the wonders and majestic beauties of the 
wilderness. (The Journal of Julius Rodman) 
Yet it was only at intervals - moments of intense excitement -that this peculiarity 
became more than slightly noticeable. (Ligieia) 
His voice varied rapidly from a tremulous indecision…which may be observed in the lost 
drunkard, or the irreclaimable eater of opium, during the periods of his most intense 
excitement. (The Fall of the House of Usher) 
The teeming brain of childhood requires no external world of incident to occupy or 
amuse it; and the apparently dismal monotony of a school was replete with more intense 
excitement than my riper youth has derived from luxury, or my full manhood from 
crime. (William Wilson) 
The atrocity of this murder, (for it was at once evident that murder had been committed,) 
the youth and beauty of the victim, and, above all, her previous notoriety, conspired to 
produce intense excitement in the minds of the sensitive Parisians. 
(The Mystery of Marie Roget) 
The longer I meditated upon these, the more intense grew the interest which had been 
excited within me. (Hans Pfall) 
Of course a wide field lay before us for discovery, and it was with feelings of most 
intense interest that I heard Captain Guy express his resolution of pushing boldly to the 
southward. (The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym) 

The Beale Papers 
Upon reaching the locality I found all as it had been represented, and the excitement 
intense. (The Beale Papers) 
Inviting me to his room, with no one to interrupt us, he gave me an outline of the matter, 
which soon enlisted my interest and created an intense longing to learn more. 
(The Beale Papers) 

 
Poe Preference #20: Use of the word “anxiety”  (31) 
 
 The word “anxiety” (anxious) appears in thirty-one of Poe’s tales of fiction.  A 
few examples: 

Poe Tales 
On the other hand, there was much cause for anxiety as to what it might do in the house. 
(The Murders in the Rue Morgue) 
And now a new anxiety seized me - the sound would be heard by a neighbor! 
(The Tell-Tale Heart) 
Here again he made an anxious examination of the paper; turning it in all directions. 
(The Gold-Bug) 



I therefore, after due deliberation, consigned the article to the more dignified pages of the 
"Lollipop," and awaited the event in anxiety, but with resignation. (The Literary Life of 
Thingum Bob) 

The Beale Papers 
It is needless to say that I shall await with much anxiety the development of the 
mystery. (The Beale Papers) 
 
 
 

II. Favored Phrases  
 

Certain phrases appear more than once in Poe’s stories.  Some of these phrases 
also turn up in The Beale Papers. 
 
Favored Phrase #1: Delicacy of feeling 
 
 The phrase “delicacy of feeling” can be seen in Poe’s work: 

Poe Tales 
I replied that I had entire confidence in his superior delicacy of feeling, and would abide 
by what he proposed. (Mystification) 
 …on my part, what I conceive to be a proper sense of delicacy forbade me to broach 
the subject; although, in truth, I was exceedingly tempted to do so. 
(The Man That Was Used Up) 

The Beale Papers 
He had become long since satisfied that the parties were no longer living, but his delicacy 
of feeling prevented his assuming as a fact a matter so pregnant with consequences. 
(The Beale Papers) 

 
Favored Phrase #2: Nothing of importance (interest) 
 
 The phrase “nothing of importance/interest/consequence” occurs in a few of Poe’s 
stories: 

Poe Tales 
As the events of the ensuing eight days were of little importance, and had no direct 
bearing upon the main incidents of my narrative, I will here throw them into the form of a 
journal, as I do not wish to omit them altogether. (The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym) 
Nothing of any consequence happened during the day. (Hans Pfall) 
We omit the adventures of Mr. Rodman from this period until the tenth of April.  By the 
last of October, nothing of importance happening in the interval, the party made their 
way to a small creek which they designated as Otter creek, and, proceeding up this about 
a mile to an island well adapted for their purpose, built a log fort and took up their 
quarters for the winter. (The Journal of Julius Rodman) 

The Beale Papers 
Nothing of interest occurred during the winter, and of this little Mexican town we 
soon became heartily tired. (The Beale Papers) 
That they would attach no importance to a seemingly unintelligible writing seems quite 
natural; but their attention being called to them by the publication of this narrative, may 
result in eventually bringing to light the missing paper.  



(The Beale Papers) 
The papers given above were all that were contained in the box, except two or three of 
an unimportant character, and having no connection whatever with the subject in hand. 
(The Beale Papers) 

Favored Phrase #3: Brought to light 

Poe favored phrases such as “throw light upon the subject” or “bring to light”: 
Poe Tales 

Many minutes elapsed before any circumstances occurred tending to throw light upon 
the mystery. (Ligeia) 
A careful search soon brought to light the hidden spring…(The Murders in the Rue 
Morgue) 
When the proper time arrives, all that the gentleman intended, and all that he did not 
intend, will be brought to light, in the “Dial,” or the “Down-Easter,” together with all 
that he ought to have intended, and the rest that he clearly meant to intend:-so that it will 
all come very straight in the end. (Never Bet the Devil Your Head) 
No one doubted that the mystery of this murder would be immediately brought to light. 
(The Mystery of Marie Roget) 

The Beale Papers 
Complete in themselves, they are respectfully submitted to the public, with the hope that 
all that is dark in them may receive light…(The Beale Papers) 
That they would attach no importance to a seemingly unintelligible writing seems quite 
natural; but their attention being called to them by the publication of this narrative, may 
result in eventually bringing to light the missing paper.  
(The Beale Papers) 

Favored Phrase #4: Virginia gentleman 

Although born in Boston, Poe was raised in Richmond and always considered 
himself a son of the South and a loyal Virginian.  He attended the University of Virginia 
and defended Southern writers throughout his career.  Although his adult years were 
spent in poverty, he considered himself a gentleman and never lost his belief in the 
righteousness of the aristocracy.  Like the antebellum society of his youth, he admired 
good manners, wealth, education and a family name.   

Beale and his party were all Virginians “well born and well educated, with refined 
and courteous manners”.  Morriss was an “old Virginia gentleman”.  Only in Virginia did 
the men feel safe enough leaving their treasure that they would carry it across hundreds 
of miles of wilderness.  The key to one of the ciphers was the Declaration of 
Independence, authored by the greatest Virginian, Thomas Jefferson.   

Poe sometimes set his stories in locations where he had lived.  The Gold Bug and 
The Balloon Hoax, for example, were set in Charleston, South Carolina, where he served 
in the military.  The Beale Papers is set partially in Lynchburg, an area about which Poe 
learned a great deal during his days at the University of Virginia.  Poe set another of his 
stories, A Tale of the Ragged Mountains, near Lynchburg. 



 
 
 
 
Some references to “Virginia gentlemen”:     
 

Poe Tales 
Among those gentlemen in Virginia who expressed the greatest interest in my statement, 
more particularly in regard to that portion of it which related to the Antarctic Ocean, was 
Mr. Poe, lately editor of the Southern Literary Messenger, a monthly magazine, published 
by Mr. Thomas W. White, in the city of Richmond. (Arthur Gordon Pym) 
His name was Andrew Thornton, also a Virginian, and I believe of excellent family, 
belonging to the Thornton’s of the northern part of the State. (The Journal of Julius 
Rodman) 
Returning from this in 1794, as hereinafter stated, he took up his abode near Abingdon, 
in Virginia, where he married, and had three children, and where most of his descendants 
now live. (The Journal of Julius Rodman) 
During the fall of the year 1827, while residing near Charlottesville, Virginia, I casually 
made the acquaintance of Mr. Augustus Bedloe. This young gentleman was remarkable 
in every respect, and excited in me a profound interest and curiosity. 
(A Tale of the Ragged Mountains) 

The Beale Papers 
As an "old Virginia gentleman," he was sans peur et sans reproache, and to a 
remarkable extent possessed the confidence and affection of his friends. 
(The Beale Papers) 
He registered simply from Virginia, but I am of the impression he was from some 
western portion of the State. (The Beale Papers) 
Being assured of a comfortable provision for themselves and their horses, Beale 
stated his intention of remaining for the winter, should nothing occur to alter his 
plans, but that the gentlemen accompanying him would leave in a few days for 
Richmond, near which place they resided, and that they were anxious to reach 
their homes, from which they had long been absent. They all appeared to be 
gentlemen, well born, and well educated, with refined and courteous manners 
and with a free and independent air, which rendered then peculiarly attractive. 
(The Beale Papers) 

  

 
Favored Phrase #5: Order, system or method  
 
 Although Poe mocked the business man’s devotion to order and method in The 
Business Man, he possessed an analytical mind that valued the scientific, systematic 
approach to problem solving.  A few references to system or method in his work: 

Poe Tales 
Here my friend, about whose madness I now saw, or fancied that I saw, certain 
indications of method, removed the peg which marked the spot where the beetle fell, to a 
spot about three inches to the westward of its former position. (The Gold-Bug)  
Tell me, for Heaven’s sake…the method – if method there is – by which you have been 
enabled to fathom my soul in this matter. (The Murders In The Rue Morgue) 
Method is the soul of business. (Epigram to The Business Man) 



Especially, there is nothing to be made in this way without method.  I did only a retail 
business myself, but my old habits of system carried me swimmingly along. 
(The Business Man) 
Cui bono, in all the crack novels and elsewhere, - in those of Mrs. Gore, for example,(the 
author of “Cecil”) a lady who quotes all tongues from the Chaldaean to Chickasaw, and is 
helped to her learning, “as needed,” upon a systematic plan, by Mr. Beckford…  
(“Thou Art The Man”) 

The Beale Papers 
Though all were at work, there was nothing like order or method in their plans, and my 
first efforts were to systematize our operations, and reduce everything to order.  
(The Beale Papers) 
To systematize a plan for my work I arranged the papers in the order of their length, 
and numbered them, designing to commence with the first, and devote my whole 
attention to that until I had either unraveled its meaning or was convinced of its 
impossibility - afterwards to take up the others and proceed as before. (The Beale Papers) 

 
Favored Phrase #6: Publication of this Narrative 
 

The father had died during the child's infancy, and from the period of his death, until 
within eighteen months before the assassination which forms the subject of our 
narrative, the mother and daughter had dwelt together in the Rue Pavee Saint Andree, 
Madame there keeping a pension, assisted by Marie. (The Mystery of Marie Roget) 

 
Favored Phrase #7: Barely (Faint, Just, Scarcely) Perceptible 
 
 Poe seemed fond of phrases containing the word perceptible: 

Poe Tales 
There were the same luxurious smoothness of face, the same scarcely perceptible 
tendency to the aqualine...(Ligeia) 
The pulse was barely perceptible. (The Facts in the Case of M. Valdemar) 
Perhaps the eye of a scrutinizing observer might have discovered a barely perceptible 
fissure...(The Fall of the House of Usher) 
It is separated from the main land by a scarcely perceptible creek, oozing its way 
through a wilderness of reeds and slime...(The Gold-Bug) 
The tracks of which I speak were but faintly perceptible -- having been impressed upon 
the firm, yet pleasantly moist surface of -- what looked more like green Genoese velvet 
than any thing else. (Landor’s Cottage) 

The Beale Papers 
I commenced by reading over and over again the letters to Mr. Morriss, endeavoring to 
impress each syllable they contained on my memory, and to extract from them, if 
possible, some meaning or allusion that might give, perhaps, a faint or barely 
perceptible hint as a guide; no such clue, however, could I find, and where or how to 
commence was a problem I found most difficult to solve. (The Beale Papers) 
It appears that when they left Santa Fe they pursued a northerly course for some days, 
being successful in finding an abundance of game, which they secured, and were on the 
eve of returning when they discovered on their left an immense herd of buffaloes, 
heading for a valley just perceptible in the distance. (The Beale Papers) 

 



Favored Phrase #8: “Reduced” from (Affluence, Wealth) 
 
 Among the misfortunes suffered in his life, Poe experienced the pain of a 
downward movement in socioeconomic class.  From childhood to age sixteen, Edgar was 
a favored son, albeit adopted, of Mr. and Mrs. John Allan, wealthy Richmond merchants.  
Upon his entry into the University of Virginia in his seventeenth year, however, friction 
with his father increased to the point where Poe was completely disowned.  He moved 
from a life of relative ease to one of extreme poverty. 
 
 As previously stated, the theme of  “reduced circumstances” appears throughout 
Poe’s writing.  The specific phrase, “reduced from _____”, can be seen in Poe’s 
correspondence, short stories and The Beale Papers.    
 

Poe Correspondence 
 

 Letter to George Poe, July 14, 1839- 
 

…It affords me great pleasure, moreover, to recognize, in one of my own name & family, 
those very principles of stern independence which I trust, have always activated my own 
conduct through life, and which, at all events, have reduced me from high affluence to 
comparative poverty - or at least to a reliance upon my own resources. 

 
Poe Tales 

 
The young gentleman was of an excellent - indeed an illustrious family, but, by a variety 
of untoward events, had been reduced to such poverty that the energy of his character 
succumbed beneath it, and he ceased to bestir himself in the world, or to care for the 
retrieval of his fortunes. (The Murders in the Rue Morgue) 
He was of an ancient Huguenot family, and had once been wealthy; but a series of 
misfortunes had reduced him to want. (The Gold-Bug) 
 

The Beale Papers 
 
In conclusion it may not be inappropriate to say a few words regarding myself: In 
consequence of the time lost in the above investigation, I have been reduced 
from comparative affluence to absolute penury, entailing suffering upon those 
it was my duty to protect, and this, too, in spite of their remonstrances. 
 

 
  

Favored Phrase #9: Manners 
 
 Poe occasionally referred to manners, or lack thereof, when describing a character 
in one of his tales: 

Poe Tales 
He sent me, at six years of age, to the school of old Mr. Ricketts, a gentleman with only 
one arm, and of eccentric manners - he is well known to every person who has visited 
New Bedford. (Arthur Gordon Pym) 



We have the painful duty of announcing the death of Mr AUGUSTUS BEDLO, a 
gentleman whose amiable manners and many virtues have long endeared him to the 
citizens of Charlottesville. (A Tale of the Ragged Mountains) 
He was the eldest son of the neighbor who bought me out, and was a man of strange 
manners and somewhat eccentric turn of mind, but still one of the best-hearted fellows in 
the world, and certainly as courageous a man as ever drew breath, although of no great 
bodily strength. (Julius Rodman) 

The Beale Papers 
They all appeared to be gentlemen, well born and well educated, with refined and 
courteous manners and with a free and independent air, which rendered them peculiarly 
attractive. (The Beale Papers) 
Mr. Beale, who deposited with Mr. Morriss the papers which form the subject of this 
history, is described as a gentleman well educated, evidently of good family, and with 
popular manners. (The Beale Papers) 

 

Favored Phrase #10: In person 
 
 When describing a character in one of his tales, Poe often used a formula that 
included facial characteristics, i.e. lips, nose, complexion, etc., height, beauty and 
strength.  Poe was notorious for some of his negative racial comments.  
 

Twice, Poe began the description of a character with the phrase, “In person”.  
(With apologies to all Native Americans.)  This pattern can also be seen in The Beale 
Papers. 

Poe Tales 
In person, the Sioux are an ugly, ill-made race, their limbs being much to small for the 
trunk, according to our ideas of the human form – their cheek bones are high and their 
eyes protruding and dull. (Julius Rodman) 
In person, he is short and stout, with large, fat blue eyes, with sandy hair and whiskers, a 
wide but pleasing mouth, fine teeth, and I think a Roman nose. (Von Kempelen and His 
Discovery) 

The Beale Papers 
In person, he was about six feet in height, with jet black eyes and hair the same color, 
worn longer than was the style at that time. (The Beale Papers)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



III. The Journal of Julius Rodman 

 The Journal of Julius Rodman was published in six installments in Burton’s 
Gentleman’s Magazine from January to June 1840.  In the summer of 1840, Poe quit the 
magazine after one of his many disputes with management, and Julius Rodman was never 
completed.  The many similarities in Julius Rodman and The Beale Papers, stories of 
hunting expeditions that resulted in the discovery of a treasure (gold and natural beauty), 
justify closer scrutiny. Both Beale and Rodman are Virginians who lead a band of 
“roving” adventurers on a hunting expedition into the wilderness. One group totals thirty 
men, the other fifteen.  Both groups begin their journey in late spring, “procure” a guide, 
travel through the wilderness, one to the Rocky Mountains the other to Santa Fe, and 
establish “winter quarters”.  During the winter, “nothing of importance” occurs and, 
finally, in the ensuing spring, the treasure is discovered.  

The two stories contain secondary characters, Robert Morriss and Andrew 
Thorton, who are very similar heroic figures. Both men are Virginians of excellent 
family.  The admiration and confidence of Beale for Morriss, and Rodman for Thorton, 
resulted in the sharing of confidences.  Rodman fights Indians and grizzly bears, Morriss 
speculates that Beale is killed by Indians or grizzly bears. 

Although the expeditions occur twenty-six years apart, both parties move across 
the United States, albeit one to the Northwest and the other to Santa Fe, in nearly 
identical fashion.  For example, both leaders contemplate their journey in January, 
organize a party of adventurous men in the spring, start the expedition with a short, 
preliminary trip, begin the primary journey within two weeks of one another and establish 
winter quarters at the same time.  Perhaps most curious, both leaders discover their 
treasure, Rodman “natural beauty” and Beale gold and silver, at precisely the same time, 
in the middle of April of the following spring of the journey.   

The similarities in the words and action sequences that appear in both Julius 
Rodman and The Beale Papers, appear to be more than just coincidence.  

 Consider the following comparisons: 

The Beale Papers v. The Journal of Julius Rodman 

The Beale 
Papers-Date 

The Beale 
Papers-Action 

The Beale Papers-
Quote Julius Rodman-Date Julius Rodman-

Action Julius Rodman-Quote 

January 
4, 1817 

Journey 
contemplated 

Some five years 
since I, in 
connection with 
several friends, 
who, like myself, 
were fond of 

January 1791 
Journey 
contemplated 

After the death of 
my father (Fall 
1790), and both 
sisters (Winter 
1790), I took no 
farther interest in 



adventure, and if 
mixed with a 
little danger all 
the more 
acceptable, 
determined to 
visit the great 
Western plains 
and enjoy 
ourselves in 
hunting buffalo, 
grizzly bears, 
and such other 
game as the 
country would 
afford. [From 
letter dated 
January 4, 1822].

our plantation at 
the Point, and 
sold it, at a 
complete 
sacrifice, to M. 
Junot.  I had 
often thought of 
trapping up the 
Missouri, and 
resolved now to 
go on an 
expedition up 
the river, and 
try to procure 
peltries, which I 
was sure of being 
able to sell at 
Petite Cote to the 
private agents of 
the Northwest Fur 
Company. 

The Beale 
Papers-Date 

The Beale 
Papers-Action 

The Beale Papers-
Quote Julius Rodman-Date Julius Rodman-

Action Julius Rodman-Quote 

Spring 
1817 

Number of 
Company 

On account of 
Indians and other 
dangers incident 
to such an 
undertaking, we 
determined to 
raise a party of 
not less than 
thirty 
individuals… 

Spring 1791 
Number of 
Company 

Our party 
consisted of 
fifteen persons. 

The Beale 
Papers-Date 

The Beale 
Papers-Action 

The Beale Papers-
Quote Julius Rodman-Date Julius Rodman-

Action Julius Rodman-Quote 

Spring 
1817 

Composition 
of company 

...we determined 
to raise a party of 
not less than 
thirty individuals 
of good character 
and standing, 
who would be 
pleasant 
companions, and 
financially able 

Spring 1791 
Composition 
of company 

…five were 
Canadiens from 
Petite Cote…they 
were good 
boatman, and 
excellent 
companions…six 
men …from 
Mississippi 
boat..were 



to encounter the 
expense. They all 
appeared to be 
gentlemen, with 
refined and 
courteous 
manners, and 
with a free and 
independent air, 
which rendered 
them 
particularly 
attractive. 

brothers…bolder 
or finer looking 
persons it would 
have been 
difficult to find.  
Other two recruits 
were a negro 
named Toby..able 
bodied and 
capable..and 
Andrew Thorton, 
a Virginian...of 
excellent 
family..roving 
and adventurous 
propensity. 
Pierre possessed 
great sagacity and 
...courage...his 
manners were 
sometimes 
extravagent and 
boisterous 

The Beale 
Papers-Date 

The Beale 
Papers-Action 

The Beale Papers-
Quote Julius Rodman-Date Julius Rodman-

Action Julius Rodman-Quote 

Spring 
1817 
(Early 
April) 

Begin first 
leg of 
journey 

The company 
being formed, we 
forthwith 
commenced our 
preparations, 
and, early in 
April, 1817, left 
old Virginia… 

Spring 
1791(February/March)

Begin first 
leg of 
journey 

It was the middle 
of March when 
we first reached 
Petite Cote, and 
we did not 
succeed in getting 
ready until the 
last of May. 

The Beale 
Papers-Date 

The Beale 
Papers-Action 

The Beale Papers-
Quote Julius Rodman-Date Julius Rodman-

Action Julius Rodman-Quote 

Spring 
1817 

Motives of 
company 

What 
motives…except 
the natural love 
of daring 
adventure, with 
its consequent 
excitement…they 
were infatuated 
with the dangers, 
and the wild and 

Spring 1791 
Motives of 
company 

Andrew Thorton, 
a Virginian…did 
not seem to have 
any object in 
view, more than 
the gratification 
of a roving and 
adventurous 
propensity…As 
for the rest of the 



roving 
character of 
their lives, the 
charms of which 
lured them 
farther and 
farther from 
civilization… 

crew, I have no 
doubt in the 
world that the 
pecuniary benefit 
to be afforded by 
the expedition 
was the last thing 
upon which they 
speculated. 

The Beale 
Papers-Date 

The Beale 
Papers-Action 

The Beale Papers-
Quote Julius Rodman-Date Julius Rodman-

Action Julius Rodman-Quote 

April 
1817 

Preparations 

The company 
being formed, we 
forthwith 
commenced our 
preparations, 
and, early in 
April, 1817, left 
old Virginia for 
St. Louis, Mo., 
where we 
expected to 
purchase the 
necessary outfits, 
procure a guide 
and two or three 
servants, and 
obtain such 
information and 
advice as might 
be beneficial 
hereafter. 

Early Spring 1791 Preparations 

When Pierre 
discovered that I 
had not entirely 
made up my mind 
what course to 
pursue after my 
father's death, he 
urged me to fit 
out a small 
expedition for the 
river, in which he 
would 
accompany 
me…we 
proceeded to 
Petite Cote for 
the purpose of 
getting our 
equipments, and 
raising as many 
men as we could 
for the voyage. 

The Beale 
Papers-Date 

The Beale 
Papers-Action 

The Beale Papers-
Quote Julius Rodman-Date Julius Rodman-

Action Julius Rodman-Quote 

May 
19th, 
1817 

Party leaves 
St. Louis 

All was done as 
intended, and we 
left St. Louis the 
19th of May, to 
be absent two 
years, our 
objective being 
Santa Fe, which 
we intended to 
reach in the 

June 3, 1791 
Party leaves 
Petite Cote 

On the third of 
(June 1791) we 
bid adieu to our 
friends at Petite 
Cote, and started 
on our 
expedition. 



ensuing Fall, and 
there establish 
ourselves in 
winter quarters. 

The Beale 
Papers-Date 

The Beale 
Papers-Action 

The Beale Papers-
Quote Julius Rodman-Date Julius Rodman-

Action Julius Rodman-Quote 

Summer 
1817 

Procure 
guide 

…we expected to 
purchase the 
necessary outfits, 
procure a guide 
and two or three 
servants… 

Summer 1791 
Procure 
interpreter 

…we hoped to 
procure an 
Indian 
occasionally to 
interpret… 

The Beale 
Papers-Date 

The Beale 
Papers-Action 

The Beale Papers-
Quote Julius Rodman-Date Julius Rodman-

Action Julius Rodman-Quote 

December 
1, 1817 

Arrive Santa 
Fe - 
Establish  
winter 
quarters 

…we left St. 
Louis the 19th of 
May, to be 
absent two years, 
our objective 
point being Santa 
Fe, which we 
intended to reach 
in the ensuing 
Fall, and there 
establish 
ourselves in 
winter quarters. 
About the first of 
December we 
reached our 
destination, 
Santa Fe, and 
prepared for a 
long and 
welcome rest 
from the fatigues 
of our journey. 

December 1, 1791 

Company 
builds fort at 
site of old 
Ricara 
villages-
takes up 
winter 
quarters 

By the last of 
October...the 
party made their 
way to a small 
creek which they 
designated as 
Otter creek, and 
…built a log fort 
and took up their 
quarters for the 
winter. 

The Beale 
Papers-Date 

The Beale 
Papers-Action 

The Beale Papers-
Quote Julius Rodman-Date Julius Rodman-

Action Julius Rodman-Quote 



Winter 
1817 

Nothing of 
interest 

Nothing of 
interest 
occurred during 
the winter, and 
of this little 
Mexican town 
we soon became 
heartily tired. 

Winter 1791 
Nothing of 
importance 

We omit the 
adventures from 
this period until 
the tenth of April. 
By the last of 
October, nothing 
of importance 
happening in the
interval… 

The Beale 
Papers-Date 

The Beale 
Papers-Action 

The Beale Papers-
Quote Julius Rodman-Date Julius Rodman-

Action Julius Rodman-Quote 

Early 
March, 
1818 

Short 
excursion 

Early in March 
some of the 
party, to vary the 
monotony of 
their lives, 
determined upon 
a short excursion, 
for the purpose 
of hunting and 
examining the 
country around 
us. 

April 10, 1792 
Set out on 
voyage again 

…we bade adieu 
to Little Snake 
and his band, 
with unfeigned 
regret, and set 
out, after 
breakfast, on our 
voyage. 

The Beale 
Papers-Date 

The Beale 
Papers-Action 

The Beale Papers-
Quote Julius Rodman-Date Julius Rodman-

Action Julius Rodman-Quote 

Middle 
April 
1818 

Discovery 

One day...the 
party encamped 
in a small ravine, 
some 250 to 300 
miles to the north 
of Santa 
Fe..when one of 
the men 
discovered in a 
cleft of the rocks 
something that 
had the 
appearance of 
gold.  Upon 
showing it to the 
others it was 
pronounced to be 
gold, and much 
excitement was 
the natural 

April 12, 13, 14, and 
15, 1792 

Discovery 

I found 
myself…more 
willing to turn 
aside in pursuit of 
…that deep and 
most intense 
excitement with 
which I surveyed 
the wonders and 
majestic beauties 
of the wilderness.



consequence. 

The Beale 
Papers-Date 

The Beale 
Papers-Action 

The Beale Papers-
Quote Julius Rodman-Date Julius Rodman-

Action Julius Rodman-Quote 

Middle 
April 
1818 

Emotion of 
gold mining 

All the pleasures
and temptations 
which had lured 
them to the 
plains were now 
forgotten, and 
visions of 
boundless wealth 
and future 
grandeur were 
the only ideas 
entertained.  
Everything 
necessary for the 
prosecution of 
the work had 
been obtained… 

Middle April 1792 
Emotion of 
wilderness 
journey 

...evidences of the 
feeling 
which..pervaded 
us all occurred 
during the 
prosecution of 
the voyage..Men 
who had traveled 
thousands of 
miles through the 
howling 
wilderness, beset 
by horrible 
dangers..enduring 
the most heart-
rending 
privations..would 
leave..an entire 
cache of..beaver 
skin rather than 
forego the 
pleasure of 
pushing up some 
romantic..river 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IV. Poe’s Favorite Number 
 

 Undoubtedly the number 750,000 was never far from Poe’s thoughts.  This was 
the value placed by Poe on the estate of his “adopted” father, John Allan.  On August 20, 
1835, Poe wrote to his cousin William Poe regarding family matters.  Included in this 
letter was Poe’s valuation of the Allan fortune at $750,000.  Allan never acknowledged 
his son in his will and Poe was reduced from affluence to a life of poverty. 
 
 Perhaps it is no coincidence that the Beale treasure is valued by the anonymous 
Beale Papers author at over three-quarters of a million dollars: 
 

 
Complete in themselves, they are respectfully submitted to the public, with the hope that 
all that is dark in them may receive light, and that the treasure, amounting to more than 
three-quarters of a million, which has rested so long unproductive of good, in the hands 
of a proper person, may eventually accomplish its mission. (The Beale Papers) 

 
 

Poe’s $750,000 Letter 
 

To:  William Poe {1} 
 
       Richmond Aug: 20, 1835 

Dear Sir, 
  

I received your very kind and complimentary letter only a few minutes ago, and hasten to reply. 
  
I have been long aware that a connexion existed between us—without knowing precisely in what 

manner.  Your letter however has satisfied me that we are second cousins.  I will briefly relate to you what 
little I have been able to ascertain, or rather to remember, in relation to our families.  That I know but little 
on this head will not appear so singular to you when I relate the circumstances connected with my own 
particular history.  But to return.  My paternal grandfather was Gen: David Poe of Baltimore—originally of 
Ireland.  I know that he had brothers—two I believe.  But my knowledge extends only to one,  Mr George 
Poe.  My grandfather married, when very young, a Miss Elizabeth Carnes of Lancaster, Pa, by whom he 
had 5 sons—viz: george (who died while an infant) John, William, David, and Samuel: also two daughters 
Maria and Eliza.  Of the sons none married with the exception of David.  He married a Mrs Elizabeth 
Hopkins, an English lady, by whom he had 3 children, Henry, myself, and Rosalie.  Henry died about 4 
years ago—Rosalie and myself remain.  The daughters of Gen: David Poe, Maria, and Eliza, both married 
young.  Maria married Mr Wm Clemm, a gentleman of high standing and some property in Baltimore.  He 
was a widower with 5 children—and had, after his marriage to Maria Poe 3 others—viz: 2 girls and a boy, 
of which a girl Virginia, and a boy Henry are still living.  Mr Clemm died about 9 years ago without any 
property whatever,  leaving his widow desolate, and unprotected, and little likely to receive protection or 
assistance from the relatives of her husband—most of whom were opposed to the marriage in the first 
instances—and whose opposition was no doubt aggravated by the petty quarrels frequently occurring 
between Maria’s children, and Mr Cs children by his former wife.  This Maria is the one of whom you 
speak, and to whom I will allude again presently.  Eliza the second daughter of the General, married a Mr 
Henry Herring of Baltimore, a man of unprincipled character, and by whom she ha[d sever]al children.  She 
is now dead, and Mr Herring, having married ag[ain…] communication with the family of his (sisters) 
wife’s sister, Mrs [Eliza Poe] the widow of General D. Poe, and the mother of Maria, died on[ly 6 week]s 
ago, at the age of 79.  She had for the last 8 years of her life been [confine]d entirely to bed—never, i[n] 
any instance, leaving it during that time.  She [h]ad been paralyzed, and suffered from many other 



complaints—her daughter Maria attending her during her long & tedious illness with a Christian and 
martyr-like fortitude, and with a constancy of attention, and unremitting affection, which must exalt her 
character in the eyes of all who know her.  Maria is now the only survivor of my grandfather’s family. 

  
 In relation to my grandfather’s brother George I know but little.  Jacob Poe of Frederich 

town, Maryland, is his son—also George Poe of Mobile—and I presume your father Wm Poe.  G Jacob Poe 
has two sons Neilson, and George—also one [page 2] daughter Amelia. 

  
 My father David died when I was in the second year of my age, and when my sister 

Rosalie was an infant in arms.  Our mother died a few weeks before him.  Thus we were left orphans at an 
age when the hand of a parent is so peculiarly requisite.  At this period my grandfather’s circumstances 
were at a low ebb, he from great wealth having been reduced to poverty.  It was therefore in his power to 
do little for us.  My brother Henry he took however under his charge, while myself and Rosalie were 
adopted by gentlemen in Richmond, where we were at the period of our parents’ death.  I was adopted by 
Mr Jn Allan of Richmond, Va: and she by Mr Wm McKenzie of the same place.  Rosalie is still living at 
Mr McK still unmarried, and is treated as one of the family, being a favourite with all.  I accompanied Mr 
Allan to England in my 7th year, and remained there at school 5 years since which I resided with Mr A. 
until a few years ago.  The first Mrs. A. having died, and Mr A having married again I found my situation 
not so comfortable as before, and obtained a Cadet’s appointment at W. Point.  During my stay there Mr A 
died suddenly and left me—nothing.  No will was found among his papers.  I have accordingly been 
thrown entirely upon my own resources.  Brought up to no profession, and educated in the expectation of 
an immense fortune (Mr A having been worth $750,000) the blow has been a heavy one, and I had nearly 
succumed to its influence, and yielded to despair.  But by the exertion of much resolution I am now 
beginning to look upon the matter in a less serious light, and although struggling still with many 
embarrassments, am enabled to keep up my spirits.  I have lately obtained the Editorship of the Southern 
Messenger, and may probably yet do well. 

  
 Mrs Thompson, your aunt, is still living in Baltimore.  George Poe of Baltimore allows 

her a small income. 
  
 In conclusion, I beg leave to assure you that whatever aid you may have it in your power 

to bestow upon Mrs Clemm will be given to one who deserves every kindness and attention.  Would to 
God! That I could at this moment aid her.  She is now, whi[le] I write, struggling without friends, without 
money, and without health to support [herself] and a children.  I sincerely pray God that the words which I 
am [writing] may be the means of inducing you to unite wit[h] your brothers a[nd…fri]ends, and send her 
just now, and which, unless it reach her soonwill, [I] am afraid, reach her too late.  Entreating your 
attention to this subject I remain 

  
                                               Yours very truly & affectionately 
  
                                                        Edgar A. Poe 
 {Emphasis added} 
  
1 Source:  Poe, Edgar Allan, 1809-1849.   Letters.  Edited by John Ward 

Ostrom.  New York, Gordian Press, 1966, Volume I, Page 66. 
 

V.  Conclusion 
 

The observations set forth in this paper will never conclusively establish the 
identity of the author of The Beale Papers.  They can, nevertheless, provide hints that 
may ultimately lead to a solution of this fascinating enigma.  In evaluating the 
significance of the data presented above, it may be helpful to consider Poe’s own 



observations regarding this type of analysis.  In The Mystery of Marie Roget, Poe 
addressed the evaluation of several clues at a crime scene: 

 
“… it is not that the corpse was found to have the garters of the missing girl, or found to 

have her shoes, or her bonnet, or the flowers of her bonnet, or her feet, or a peculiar mark upon 
the arm, or her general size and appearance – it is that the corpse had each, and all collectively.”  

 
One, two or five similarities to Poe’s style may be dismissed as coincidence.  But 

when the apparent connection to Poe exceeds thirty or more examples, then, perhaps, a 
deliberative process is at work.  

 
With respect to the identity of the author of The Beale Papers, there appear to be 

three possibilities: 
 

The story has no connection to Edgar Poe 
 
 The possibility that all of the apparent connections to Edgar Poe in The Beale 
Papers occurred by chance, appears unlikely.  There are too many similarities to Poe’s 
word usage, writing style and life experiences for the Beale Papers to accidentally 
possess all of the apparent connections set forth above.  As Poe suggests in Marie Roget, 
the evidence must be considered collectively. 
 

The story was designed to appear as if written by Edgar Poe, but is otherwise 
unconnected to him 

  
 Discounting Poe as the author, the most logical explanation for the many apparent 
connections to Poe in The Beale Papers is that Poe was deliberately mimicked or used as 
a model by the true author.  The many connections to Poe discussed in this paper suggest 
a deliberate process is at work.  Why would someone mimic Poe?  Great writers are 
mimicked all the time.  Maybe the author was an admirer of Poe.  Whatever the reason, 
the “mimic theory” is strongly supported by the fact that the story was published thirty-
six years after Poe’s death.  The Beale Papers also contains one reference to “the 
confederate war”.  Even Poe, with his uncanny ability to anticipate the future, could not 
have predicted the Civil War.   
 
 If the design of the author of The Beale Papers was to deliberately mimic Poe, he 
did a good job.  The story contains many obscure details of Poe’s writing style and life 
experiences.  One might ask, however, why someone would go to such lengths to imitate 
Poe and then not sign his name as the author.   
 
 

Edgar Poe is the author of The Beale Papers 
 
Despite the fact that the story was published thirty-six years after his death, Poe 

may be the author of The Beale Papers.   The story possesses that hint of genius that only 
a great writer could have created.  Since 1885, The Beale Papers has attained legendary 
status among cryptographers and treasure hunters.  



 
The story also has the air of a hoax, Poe’s specialty.  G. R. Thompson 

summarized Poe’s literary style as being that of “a hoaxer”.  His description of a literary 
hoax applies perfectly to The Beale Papers: 
  
 “A hoax is usually thought of as an attempt to deceive others about the truth or reality of 
an event.  But a literary hoax attempts to persuade the reader not merely of the reality of false 
events but of the reality of false literary intentions or circumstances-that a work is by a certain 
writer or of a certain age when it is not…” 
  
 In his time, there were few better than Poe at deceiving the public by perpetrating 
a literary hoax.  Poe’s April 13, 1844 newspaper report in The Sun, later entitled The 
Balloon Hoax, convinced many that the Atlantic had been crossed in three days by hot air 
balloon.  In Von Kempelen and His Discovery, Poe persuaded chemists and treasure 
hunters alike, of the existence of an invention that converted metal into gold.  The Facts 
in the Case of M. Valdemar was viewed by much of the public, particularly within the 
scientific community, as a factual report of a conversation with a dead man who had been 
mesmerized prior to dying.  The Journal of Julius Rodman was so convincing that the 
United States Congress made reference to it as a factual report in an official government 
study. 

 
If Poe did write The Beale Papers, he may have arranged for its publication after 

his death.  Certainly, he would have needed some assistance, as is evidenced by the 
reference to “the Confederate war”.  There is a very slight hint in The Beale Papers of 
how Poe may have arranged to publish from the grave: 

 
“The reasons which influenced him in selecting me for the trust, he gave, and were in 
substance as follows: 
  
First: Friendship for myself and family, whom he would benefit if he could. 
  
Second: The knowledge that I was young and in circumstances to afford leisure                               
for the task imposed. 
  
Finally: A confidence that I would regard his instruction, and carry out his wishes 
regarding his charge.” 
  
 
One interesting observation concerning the dating of The Beale Papers is that, 

with the exception of the Confederate war reference, the story could have been written in 
the 1840’s.  Poe was a master at using time to make his readers unsure of where and 
when the action took place in his stories.  He could have easily arranged for a loyal 
subordinate to place names and events in The Beale Papers that had occurred after his 
death, solely to deceive his future readers.  By deceiving the public as to the date the 
story was actually written, Poe would have fooled the “mob”, and his intellectual critics, 
one last time.  He would get the last laugh!  By writing from the grave, Poe would gain a 
modicum of immortality.    

 



The fact that The Beale Papers contains two of the oldest unsolved cryptograms 
also points to Poe.  Secret writings abound in Poe’s stories and he possessed a life-long 
interest in cryptography.  Poe wrote one of the greatest treasure hunt stories, The Gold 
Bug, which required that a cryptogram be deciphered for the treasure to be found.   

 
Poe also loved to put “secret” messages in his writings.  He wrote a poem in 

which the name of his “Valentine” was hidden in the verse.  The first letter of the first 
line, second letter of the second line, third letter of the third line, etc., spelled the name 
Frances Sargent Osgood.  He gave his own birthday to the main character in William 
Wilson.  The descriptions of school grounds and teachers in The Narrative of Arthur 
Gordon Pym and William Wilson came from Poe’s life.   

 
Perhaps he is sending a hidden message to those who attempt to solve the riddle 

of The Beale Papers.  After all, Poe’s initials, EAP, can be found twice in the title: 
 

The Beale Papers 
 
 

Conclusion 
 

In determining who wrote The Beale Papers, there are three possibilities:  
 
1. The story has no connection to Edgar Poe. 
2. The story is designed to appear as if written by Edgar Poe, but is otherwise 

unconnected to him. 
3. Edgar Poe is the author of The Beale Papers. 

 
The evidence set forth above suggests that either number 2 or number 3 is correct. 

There is insufficient evidence, however, to determine which of these two options is the 
correct answer.  There is little doubt, however, that continued research of this enigma is 
justified by the possibility that Edgar Poe, one of the world’s greatest writers, is, in fact, 
the author of The Beale Papers.   

  
 
  
 
 
     
                                                                                                                                    


